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(B) Rehabilitation of wildlife and
fisheries habitat to be disturbed by the
proposed mineral operation; and

(C) Protection of water quality.
(iii) The area of surface disturbance

must be reclaimed to a condition or use
that is consistent with the SRNRA
Management Plan.

§ 292.66 Operating plan acceptance.

(a) Upon receipt of an operating plan,
the authorized officer must review the
information related to the ownership of
the outstanding mineral rights and no-
tify the operator in writing that one of
the following circumstances apply:

(1) That sufficient information on
ownership of the outstanding mineral
rights has been provided and the date
by which the review is expected to be
completed; or

(2) That sufficient information on
ownership of outstanding mineral
rights has not been provided and the
specific information that still needs to
be provided.

(b) If the review shows that outstand-
ing mineral rights have not been estab-
lished, the authorized officer must no-
tify the operator in writing of this
finding, the reasons for such a finding,
and that the proposed mineral oper-
ation cannot be conducted.

(c) If the review shows that outstand-
ing mineral rights have been estab-
lished, the authorized officer must no-
tify the operator in writing of this
finding, that review of the proposed op-
erating plan is underway, and the date
by which the review is expected to be
completed.

(d) The authorized officer shall focus
review of the operating plan to deter-
mine if all of the following criteria are
met:

(1) The operating plan is consistent
with the rights granted by the deed;

(2) The operating plan is consistent
with the SRNRA Management Plan;
and

(3) The operating plan uses only so
much of the surface as is necessary for
the proposed mineral operations.

(e) Upon completion of the review of
the operating plan, the authorized offi-
cer shall notify the operator in writing
that one of the following two cir-
cumstances apply:

(1) The operating plan meets the cri-
teria of paragraphs (d)(1) through (d)(3)
of this section, and, therefore, the For-
est Service has no objections to com-
mencement of operations and that the
Forest Service intends to monitor op-
erations to ensure that operations con-
form to the operating plan; or

(2) The operating plan does not meet
all of the criteria in paragraphs (d)(1)
through (d)(3) of this section and the
reasons why the operating plan does
not meet the criteria. In this event, the
authorized officer shall propose
changes to the operating plan and at-
tempt to negotiate modifications that
will enable the operating plan to meet
the criteria in paragraphs (d)(1)
through (d)(3) of this section.

(f) To conduct mineral operations be-
yond those described in an acceptable
operating plan, the owner or lessee
must submit in writing an amended op-
erating plan to the authorized officer
at the earliest practicable date. The
authorized officer shall have not less
than 60 days in which to review and re-
spond to a proposed amendment before
the new operations begin. The review
will be conducted in accordance with
paragraphs (d)(1) through (d)(3) of this
section.

MINERAL MATERIALS

§ 292.67 Mineral material operations.
Subject to the provisions of part 228,

subpart C and part 293 of this chapter,
the authorized officer may approve
contracts and permits for the sale or
other disposal of mineral materials, in-
cluding but not limited to, common va-
rieties of gravel, sand, or stone. How-
ever, such contracts and permits may
be approved only if the material is not
within a designated wilderness area
and is to be used for the construction
and maintenance of roads and other fa-
cilities within the SRNRA and the four
areas identified by the Act that are
within the exterior boundaries of the
SRNRA but are not classified as part of
the SRNRA.

INDEMNIFICATION

§ 292.68 Indemnification.
The owner and/or operator of mining

claims and the owner and/or lessee of
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outstanding mineral rights are jointly
and severally liable in accordance with
Federal and State laws for indemnify-
ing the United States for:

(a) Injury, loss, or damage, including
fire suppression costs, which the Unit-
ed States incurs as a result of the min-
eral operations;

(b) Payments made by the United
States in satisfaction of claims, de-
mands or judgments for an injury, loss,
or damage, including fire suppression
costs, which result from the mineral
operations; and

(c) Costs incurred by the United
States for any action resulting from
noncompliance with an approved plan
of operations or activities outside a
mutually agreed to operating plan.

PART 293—WILDERNESS—PRIMITIVE
AREAS

Sec.
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293.17 National Forest Primitive Areas.

AUTHORITY: 16 U.S.C. 551, 1131–1136 and 92
Stat. 1649.

SOURCE: 38 FR 5855, Mar. 5, 1973, unless oth-
erwise noted.

§ 293.1 Definition.
National Forest Wilderness shall con-

sist of those units of the National Wil-
derness Preservation System which at
least 30 days before the Wilderness Act
of September 3, 1964, were designated

as Wilderness and Wild under Secretary
of Agriculture’s Regulations U–1 and
U–2 (§§ 251.20, 251.21), the Boundary Wa-
ters Canoe Area as designated under
Regulation U–3 (§ 294.1), and such other
areas of the National Forests as may
later be added to the System by act of
Congress. Sections 293.1 to 293.15 apply
to all National Forest units now or
hereafter in the National Wilderness
Preservation System, including the
Boundary Waters Canoe Area, Superior
National Forest, except as that area is
subject to § 293.16.

§ 293.2 Objectives.

Except as otherwise provided in the
regulations in this part, National For-
est Wilderness shall be so administered
as to meet the public purposes of rec-
reational, scenic, scientific, edu-
cational, conservation, and historical
uses; and it shall also be administered
for such other purposes for which it
may have been established in such a
manner as to preserve and protect its
wilderness character. In carrying out
such purposes, National Forest Wilder-
ness resources shall be managed to pro-
mote, perpetuate, and, where nec-
essary, restore the wilderness char-
acter of the land and its specific values
of solitude, physical and mental chal-
lenge, scientific study, inspiration, and
primitive recreation. To that end:

(a) Natural ecological succession will
be allowed to operate freely to the ex-
tent feasible.

(b) Wilderness will be made available
for human use to the optimum extent
consistent with the maintenance of
primitive conditions.

(c) In resolving conflicts in resource
use, wilderness values will be dominant
to the extent not limited by the Wil-
derness Act, subsequent establishing
legislatiion, or the regulations in this
part.

§ 293.3 Control of uses.

(a) To the extent not limited by the
Wilderness Act, subsequent legislation
establishing a particular unit, or the
regulations in this part, the Chief, For-
est Service, may prescribe measures
necessary to control fire, insects, and
disease and measures which may be
used in emergencies involving the
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